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About me

Research engineer and system developer

• Centre for Digital Humanities, Gothenburg University

• Joint faculties of Humanities and Theology, Associated to the Humanities

Laboratory, Lund University

• HumLab, Umeå University

• Member of the Pelagios Commons committe 2018, http://common.pelagios.org 
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Projects in History and Archaeology

• Regnum Francorum Online

• Digital Atlas of the Roman Empire

• Monastica – a dynamic library and research tool

• Key to Uppåkra – an online archaeology laboratory and digital catalogue of finds

• Diabas – North Germanic geolexical database and atlas

• Digital Pausanias: Migrations and Transformations

• Mapping the Cult of Saints (pilot study)
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Characteristics of the projects

• Publication on the internet of big datasets, both as human readable and machine 

readable data, and with an open license

• Spatio-temporal analysis and visualization

• Collaboration between researchers on a digital platform

• Export of own data for use and reuse by others

• Import of external data produced by others to enrich the analysis of own data

• Presence on the internet enables online services and tools on the material

• Cultural heritage material, that could not have been produced by GLAM
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Traditional Data 
management
• Static publishing - static

datasets on servers with

metadata although compiled in 

data catalogues and registers

• Lack of well managed data in the 

Humanities

• Would make an enormous

difference if data wouldn’t get lost



Sources of Humanities data

• Cultural heritage data (e.g. manuscripts and texts, artefacts)

• Open governmental data (e.g. administrative data, geographic data)

• Research data made available by others

• Own data collection
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What does it take to make a digital resource in terms of
data managment?
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New approach to data management and publication

• Interactive visualizations to explore and analyse big datasets that allow both

close and distant reading

• Collaborative platform for data management, analysis and visualization

• Linked Open Data approach to publish own data and to reuse data from others

• Human readable and machine actionable interfaces

• Best practice is established, cf. Cultural heritage data in Sweden, the Pelagios

Commons network
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Digital platforms that builds on LOD and semantic web 
technologies
Series of examples
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Monastica Interface
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Digital Atlas of the Roman Empire (DARE)
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DARE: RDF/XML
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DARE Embeded Content
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DARE Embeded Imagery
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Tim Berners-Lee suggested a 5-star deployment scheme 
for Open Data
★ make your stuff available on the Web (whatever format) under an open license

★★ make it available as structured data (e.g. Excel instead of image scan of a 

table)

★★★ make it available in a non-proprietary open format (e.g. CSV)

★★★★ use URIs to denote things, so that people can point at your stuff

★★★★★ link your data to other data to provide context
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FAIR Data management in the Humanities

• Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable

• Pelagios Commons collaboration: 30 projects worldwide talk to each other, both

machines and humans

• Based on authority control of ancient place that connects material in time and 

space through stable identifiers and common formats

• Access to data using an open license

• Findable through a central body acting as aggregator, not a publisher
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Authority control for historical persons, places and 
organisations
• To ensure that we talk about the 

same entity within and between

digitized materials

• Settlement units in premodern 

Sweden, TORA-project, National 

Archives of Sweden

• Wikidata project

• VIAF, NBN, KB

• Specialized gazetteers, 

prosopographies
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Stable URI:s

dare.ht.lu.se/places/1438

Ancient city of Rome

Roma (la), Ῥώμη (grc)

Temporal coverage: attested 750 BCE to 640 CE.

Spatial coverage: comune Roma, provinzia Roma, Italia
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Outlook

• Digital Humanities centres, laboratories and GLAM institutions as nodes of

competence and digital infrastructure, like SWE-CLARIN

• Maintaining stable identifers and publication platforms for live databases

Distributed responsibility for research data as Open Linked Data 

• Big interest among researchers with or without partners in the GLAM-sector
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Challenges

• Rethinking dissemination of research information (cumulative digital collections)

• Organizational aspects of research

• Ontologies, gazetteers, URI:s, digital objects

• Long term sustainability and availability

• Pushing the limits by good examples
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